
Pastor’s Winter Book Club 2022
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again

By Rachel Held Evans

Session #7
February 16 at 6pm on Zoom and February 17 at 10:30am in the Fellowship Hall

For Session #7 Read “The Sea” and “Fish Stories”

Zoom Link for Wednesday, February 16 at 6pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865582248
Or use meeting ID: 848 6558 2248

Opening Prayer

Warm up question:
Which of the Bible’s miracle stories strike you as especially strange, delightful, or unbelievable?

“The Sea”
1. Did you choose Adventure A or B? (Or did the “Choose Your Own Adventure” thing just

confuse you?)
(In case you wanted to know where this idea came from:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choose_Your_Own_Adventure)

2. What did you think of her retelling of this story from Matthew 14:22-33?

“Fish Stories”
“Is it any wonder that the first symbol of the Christian faith wasn’t the cross,

but rather the ichthys—the sign of a fish?”

3. What challenged you or resonated with you from this chapter? What did you highlight or hope
to discuss with the group?

4. How have you made sense of the Bible’s miracles stories in the past? What guidance have
you received from faith leaders, family, and friends? Has it been helpful or not-so-helpful?

5. On page 188 the author writes, “It’s been said that if you want to walk on water, you have to
get out of the boat. Sometimes getting out of the boat looks like showing up for another
recovery meeting. Sometimes it looks like filling out hospital paperwork for an elderly neighbor.
Sometimes it looks like making a casserole for the family down with the flu or offering free
babysitting for the friend with a job interview. Sometimes it looks like jumping when it matters.”
What does “getting out of the boat” look like for you? What does it mean to “jump when it
matters”?

6. The author writes about the ways that miracles are more than magic tricks or tests to prove
faithfulness (pg. 185). How do miracles instruct, challenge, or teach us how to hope?

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84865582248
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choose_Your_Own_Adventure


Read John 21:1-14
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed
himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing. 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did
not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.
7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off. 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now
none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

7. What do you notice about this passage?

Ignatian Contemplation is prayer with Scripture. It is meeting God through story. The prayer develops
as you “live into” a Scripture story with all your senses and imagination. You become a participant in the
story, and you continue in the story in your heart, mind, imagination, spirit and body after the reading
ends. (from The Grace Institute at Luther College)

This is a method that helps us more fully find our way in the miracle stories of Jesus, as we seek to
understand what Jesus is doing

8. Using the Ignatian method, choose one of the people in this passage and imagine the story
from his perspective (Jesus, Peter, Thomas, or the two “other disciples”).

Together,  we will decide who is going to imagine which part as we re-read the scripture and then
share our reflections with one another.

9. Where do we find hope in this miracle?

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Closing Prayer

For Session #8 read “The Letter,” “Church Stories,” and The Epilogue–It’s our last discussion!


