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Welcome to the Clerk’s Corner! We are off to a great start in 2026 with a lot of planning
for the year completed in January. Below are highlights since our last issue:

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Mark your calendars for our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday 2/15
following the worship service. The purpose of this meeting is to:

¢ Provide our Annual Sessional Committees Report

¢ Review the Financial Report from 2025

e Present the 2026 Budget

e Elect the 2026 Nominations Committee

e Recognize Elder Sue Tygh for completion of her 3-year term on Session.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PEACE CORPORATION
Also scheduled for Sunday 2/15 is our Annual Meeting of the Peace Corporation, which will last no
more than 15 minutes. The purpose of this meeting is to elect a new Vice President.

UPCOMING COMMUNION DATES

* February 22, 2026 (Sunday, First Sunday in Lent)
* April 5 Easter / Resurrection Sunday

* May 24 Pentecost Sunday

* August 2

* QOctober 4 World Communion Sunday

* December 24 Christmas Eve

GLORY TO GOD (GTG) HYMNAL USE

GTG Hymnal Use - on recommendation of the Worship Committee and approved by the Session,
beginning with our 2/1 Worship Service, we will return to listing hymn titles only in the Sunday Worship
bulletin. You are invited to leave a GTG hymnal in the pew space where you normally sit instead of
returning it to the narthex. On any occasion where special music is used that does not appear in the
either the GTG or Blue hymnals, lyrics will still be provided.

NORTHWOOD EARLY EDUCATION ACADEMY (NEEA) UPDATE

* The Christmas tree located nearest the NEEA entrance will remain so the children can decorate it
with seasonal ornaments year-round.

« Multiple NEEA parents have expressed interest in participating in Peace ministries, such as our food
pantry and other collections for the needy. Beginning this month, we will circulate a “Community
Friendship Calendar” to the groups that currently meet at Peace, including NEEA, to share
opportunities to share in our ministry.

* Once the NEEA event calendar is finalized by NTA, we will add their events to our church calendar.

*« NEEA has volunteered their staff to work with our Fellowship Committee to host Vacation Bible
School this summer. The tentative plan is for a 2 to 3-day event with their help.
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CHURCH GROWTH FOCUS

During the coming year, Peace PC will actively and consistently try new ways to include groups
currently meeting at Peace and the greater community in our mission and ministries. Below are
examples of 3 flyers recently created to inform and inspire growth:

The flyer below is internally facing, was shared with our congregation via MailChimp on 1/23 and will
be distributed also via hard copy on Sunday, 2/1, highlighting Souper Bowl Sunday and the kick-off of
our Community Friendship Raffle:

@ @ @ & @ p @@ @@

2026 PEACE SQE ST © FRIENDSHIP
PRESBYTERIAN W @@@Wﬂﬂ
CHURCH

@ @ @ @ FEBRUARYS @ @ m @

Donate canned food items to help feed the hungry on or before 2/8. A
table has been set up near the sanctuary entrance for collection of
donations. All food items will be donated to Fayetteville Urban Ministries.

Sign up to bring soup or sandwiches on or before February 1. Sign-up
sheets are in the sanctuary beside the offering plate on the pew table.

For monetary gifts, make checks payable to PW of Peace with “Souper
Bowl” in the memo line. Donations will be evenly divided between Cents-
ability (world hunger) and Fayetteville Urban Ministries (local hunger).

.;:i","".. Invite as many friends, neighbors, and acquaintances as you can to join
’:i;. ’ ;:"-. us! The Peace Friendship Growth Raffle will kick-off on Souper Bowl

ool le <" Sunday and run through 4/12, to include two additional Soup and
Sandwich Fellowships on March 8 and April 12. See details below.

e i P ———— —

» Our focus on growth in 2026 means that Peace PC will actively and consistently try new
ways to include groups currently meeting at Peace and the greater community in our
mission and ministries. To include your friends and acquaintances, we need your help!

* February through March, a new thing we are trying is a Soup and Sandwich Friendship
Growth Raffle, beginning with our Souper Bowl Sunday hunger ministry on 2/8, and
continuing through two additional Soup and Sandwich Fellowships on 3/8 and 4/12.

+ Each time a member brings a guest to one of these events, both the member and their guest
will be entered into the raffie for a 43" LED SMART TV. We are asking you to personally invite
as many guests as you can. For each of the 3 events, each guest will receive 1 raffle entry;
the member who invited them will receive 1 raffle entry per guest who attends. The raffle
winner will be announced on 4/12! Let's challenge ourselves, and each other, to GROW!
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The next flyer contains similar information, but is community-facing, intended for the groups who
currently meet at Peace (NEEA, AA, Ham Radio Operators, Sandhills Daylily Society):

G’ ‘6‘ @D ‘s‘ ‘ED ’ G’ G’ (ﬁ' @D @D
2026 PEACE SOH PER ¢ COMMURNITY
PRESBYTERIAN -

SV B CRIENDSHIP
CHURCH f RAFFLE
& @ @ @ KICKOFF:2/8 @ @ @ @

. ; j Donate canned food items to help feed the hungry on or before 2/8. A table
has been set up near the Peace sanctuary entrance for collection of
3 donations. All food items will be donated to Fayetteville Urban Ministries.

For monetary gifts, make checks payable to PW of Peace with “Souper
Bowl” in the memo line. Donations will be evenly divided between Cents-
Ability for global hunger and Fayetteville Urban Ministries for local hunger.

ree,

Join us for the first of 3 Soup and Sandwich Friendship Events, kicking off
on “Souper” Bowl Sunday, February 8. The second and third events will be

held on Sunday, March 8 and Sunday, April 12 in the Peace Fellowship Hall.
Everyone who attends will be entered in a raffle to win a 43” LED SMART TV!

Peace Community Friendship events are a
Jorv o \ JOIN US TO FEED THE HUNGRY

, comfortable, welcoming
way of embracing our community and
sharing the love of Jesus Christ! To g
encourage outreach, each time you attend STRANGE NEW WORLDS
one of these events, you will be entered
into the raffle for a 43 AL
Invite your friends! If you brmg a friend
with you, you will also receive 1 additional
raffle entry for each guest you bring. Each
of your guests will receive 1 raffle entry, as
well. Raffle entries will be accumulated
over all 3 events on 2/8, 3/8, and 4M12.
Bring as many friends as you like to
increase your chances to win! The raffle

winner will be announced on 4/12! AND FELLOWSHIP WITH FRIENDS

]

Peace Presbyterian Church | 3203 Ramsey SL. Fayetteville, NC | (910) 488-3211 | ract
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The third flyer is an example of the monthly calendar of events we will share with the congregation via
The Peace Family Connection (our church newsletter) and with groups that currently meet at Peace:

2/8

2115

217

2/18

218

2j22

2125

Peace Community Friendship Events for

FEBRUARY

In the spirit of our mission to “Know Christ and Make Christ Known,"” and desire to share our

mission with the community, we welcome you to join us in any ways that work for you.

“Souper” Bowl of Caring Sunday to Fight Hunger Locally and Globally | Soup and Sandwich Fellowship
Event following the Worship Service + kick-off of our Community Friendship Raffle. Kick-off is 2/8, followed
by two additional Soup and Sandwich Fellowship events on 3/8 and 4/12. You earn raffled entries to win
a 43" LED Smart TV by attending these events. Earn more entries by bringing your friends with you.

= We invite you to donate canned food items to help feed the hungry on or before
2/8. A table has been set up near the Peace sanctuary entrance for collection of
donations. All food items will be donated to Fayetteville Urban Ministries.

If you would like to make a monetary gift to fight hunger, make checks payable to
é. . PW of Peace with “Souper Bowl"” in the memo line. Donations will be evenly
divided between Cents-Ability for global hunger and Fayetteville Urban Ministries.

Lirree,

Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday Worship Service at 11:00am

Lenten Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 5:00pm in the Fellowship Hall, followed by Shrove Worship
Service in the Sanctuary at 6:00pm. Come for either or both! Bring a friend!

Tired of cooking? Join us! Pancakes became a Shrove Tuesday tradition because

people needed to use up rich foods like eggs, butter, and milk before the simpler
season of Lent began. Making pancakes is an easy and tasty way to do it!

7-Week Lenten Bible Study, Pause: Spending Lent with the Psalms. Join us on Wednesdays throughout
Lent and during Holy Week, Wednesday (4/1) through Friday (4/3) at 1:00pm.

Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 6:00pm with Imposition of Ashes (optional)

n Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the 40 days of Lent during which we renew our
Y discipleship to prepare for Holy Week and Easter. Ashes (of the previous year's palm

branches) are used to remind us of our need for God and of Christ’s redeeming grace.

First Sunday of Lent with Communion offered.

Week 2 - Lenten Bible Study Group on Wednesday at 1:.00pm

Throughout the month: Collection of school supplies, socks, underwear, and coats for students in need at Lucile
Souders Elementary School. Bins are located just inside the front entry of the church.

Peace Presbyterian Church | 3203 Ramsey Si.. Fayetteville, NC | (910) 488-3211 | rachelreyes2peaced@gmail.com
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NEW PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE
Elder Brenda Britt shared an update from the Pastor Search Committee with the congregation on
January 4. Below is the message for anyone who may have missed it:

Peace Family, | come before you today on behalf of the Pastor Search Committee with some
news that was unanticipated and disappointing, but also news of great hope.

Shortly before Christmas, the candidate we had joyfully discerned as a great fit for Peace—one
we believed was called to shepherd us, and whom we had planned to welcome as our pastor on
February 1—informed us that, due to personal reasons, he must remove himself from
consideration. While this was not the outcome we hoped for, we knew that this, too, was part of

God’s plan. We trust that God’s timing and plans are perfect, even when they may initially seem
to differ from our own.

In addition, of the five other individuals who responded with interest in our search, four were
considered eligible. Each of those four is no longer an option for the following reasons:

* Two had never previously held a pastorship and discerned that they were not yet ready to
shepherd a church.

* One had his current pastoral contract renewed by their congregation.

* And one involved a potential yoked position that did not come to fruition with the prospective
partnering church.

Throughout this process, your Pastor Search Committee has worked closely with the presbytery
to identify every possible candidate. While this turn of events is discouraging, we want you to
know that the committee has full confidence that God continues to lead us and that this moment
is part of God’s unfolding plan for Peace. We ask that you share in that confidence, offering
continued patience, prayer, and resolve. For we—each of us—are Peace Presbyterian Church,
with or without an installed pastor, and we will continue our mission to Know Christ and Make
Christ Known.

Upon receiving this news, the Session took immediate steps to ensure we continue to meet the
needs of our congregation and prepare for the next phase of our search. We notified the
presbytery; began seeking pastoral care solutions; met with a church consultant to establish a
plan for growth that will begin immediately, and extended our runway of pulpit coverage with
familiar, highly qualified ministers of the Word and Sacrament. These are truly gifted theologians,

teaching elders, who enrich us with bible-based sermons each Sunday. We are blessed to have
them in our pulpit.

Please understand that our situation is not unique. Across the country, mainline denominations,
including PCUSA continue to experience declines in total membership, ministers, and

congregations—a trend that has been consistent and reflective of broader shifts in American
religious life.
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Within our own Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, the largest in the U.S., there are 175 churches,
with total membership reported at just over 17,000 but average worship attendance at only
6,500. What that means is that even with largest churches within our presbytery included, the
average attendance across all PCC churches is only 37. In our region of the presbytery, the
Central Community of 78 churches, only 13 (or 17%) have an installed pastor. These figures
reflect the real challenges many congregations face—smaller memberships, fewer pastors, and
ongoing efforts to engage and sustain vibrant faith communities. Still, we number 175. What that
means is that, despite these challenges, small churches continue on—with God'’s help, they find
new ways to continue their ministry.

And, while we, like most other churches are navigating these shifts, God has provided Peace PC
with circumstances that inspire our highest hopes for the future—from our people, our prayer,
our ministries, our property, our location, our pastoral relationships, our guest pianists and other
guest musicians, our community connections, the improvement of our financial situation over the
past 18 months including the generous recent gift we have received to enable us to purchase a
new church sign, as well as the income we receive through leasing our education wing that
provides a needed supplement to our pledges and loose plate giving. We give thanks to God for
all of this, and for the encouraging stories of other churches, such as this one that | would like to
share:

Just 3 years ago, in 2023, a small Presbyterian church that had fewer than 20 in the pews on
Sundays—had been without a pastor for over seven years. It was during that time that a husband
and wife, recent empty nesters, moved to their small town, visited their little church, and decided
to join. They were 60 years old and were the youngest members of the congregation at that time.
The husband, as it turns out, had previously worked with the presbytery and synod. His
experience included doing research on why churches decline and how they grow. He used his
experience to infuse a culture of growth within this little church. In fewer than three years of
intentional implementation of practices rooted in engagement and discipleship, the congregation
grew to 70 members. They installed a new pastor just two months ago after being without one
for 10 years, and today this man, John Fong, helps small Presbyterian churches across the
country grow, with a 90% success rate in his work supporting congregations.

Our committee met with John last month, and he provided welcomed assurance to us that, based
on his experience helping other churches, Peace is well positioned for growth. In January, we
will meet with him again as plans develop for fostering a culture of growth here at Peace. That
focus will include a renewed effort toward attracting new members and encouraging existing
members and friends—who may have trailed off in attendance—to rejoin our faith walk together.

The committee cannot do this alone. We need your help as part of our shared commitment to
growth in Christ.

At the same time, it is important that we recommit to faithful stewardship. As | said to you when
| shared the Moment in Stewardship from this pulpit in November, your pledge decision is
personal—between you and God. As of now, not all pledges for the coming year have been
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returned. We know that due to deaths, attrition, personal struggles, and rising costs, we may face
a considerable decline in the total pledged amount as compared to last year. While church
growth has the potential to mitigate this, we also recognize that growth takes time and is not
easy. This is why our work with growth consultant John Fong, and a renewed emphasis on
stewardship, are vital as God leads us forward—both in calling a new pastor and in sustaining
our church’s ministries.

We believe with full assurance that we will receive a new pastor in God’s timing. In the meanwhile,
with His help and the help of this congregation, your Pastor Search Committee and Session will
continue to search, discern, prepare, and position Peace for the future. We have already taken
necessary immediate steps and will continue taking the remaining steps together to ensure that
we are ready when God calls the right pastor to serve with us.

Let us pray:
“Gracious and Loving God,

We come before you with hearts that are both heavy and hopeful. We thank you for the journey
you have brought us through so far, and we place our trust in your unending wisdom and grace.

Lord, we lift up our Pastor Search Committee, our Session, and all members of this congregation.
Grant us unity, patience, and clarity as we continue to seek your guidance in calling a new pastor.

We thank you for the story of growth and renewal among small churches, and we ask that you
breathe new life into Peace Presbyterian Church. Help us to be a community that embraces
growth in faith, in service, and in love.

Strengthen our stewardship, deepen our discipleship, and guide us to be faithful stewards of all
you have entrusted to our care. May we continue to proclaim your love and grace in every aspect

of our life together. While we never know what tomorrow holds, we always know that You hold
tomorrow. Our faith is in you.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”

LENTEN/EASTERTIDE SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES AND BIBLE STUDY
Mark your calendars for five special Lenten/Easter Worship Services to provide a robust faith
experience for our congregation during the season of Lent and Holy Week. They include:

* Tuesday, 2/17 Shrove Tuesday Worship Service at 6:00pm following a Pancake Supper in
the Fellowship Hall (5:00pm)

* Wednesday, 2/18 Ash Wednesday Worship Service with Imposition of Ashes (optional) at
6:00pm
* Thursday, 4/2/26 Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 7:00pm

» Friday, 4/3/26 Good Friday Worship Service with Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm
» Saturday, 4/4/26 The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:00pm



The seasons of Lent and Eastertide encourage Christians to consider a ppagesanmmnzss
different pace—one of slowing down, noticing, pausing. As a complement
to our Lenten and Holy Week worship services, we will offer a 7-week
Lenten Bible Study Group series. Pause: Spending Lent with the
Psalms, a book by Elizabeth Caldwell, encourages us to take up the
spiritual practice of encountering and deeply engaging with one psalm
each week during Lent and Holy Week.

The invitation to pause with the Psalms begins on Ash Wednesday,
starting with a mark of ashes on our foreheads that reminds us that in

spite of our failures—things we have done or failed to do—we belong to
God.

Spending
Lent
with the
Psalms
C -¥.)
The book has excellent reviews and is great for individual or group study.

We have ordered 10 books from the PC(USA) store (on sale for $9.35,

regularly $17). Reflection and discussion questions are included with ﬁ
each chapter.

Elizabeth F. Caldwell ;

Pause: Spending Lent with the Psalms Group Study Dates

Wed., February 18, 2026 Wed., March 4, 2026 Wed., March 18, 2026
Reflection for Ash Wednesday | Second Week of Lent Fourth Week of Lent
Psalm 51: A Clean Heart Psalm 27: Faces Psalm 23: Tables
Wed., February 25, 2026 Wed., March 11, 2026 Wed., March 25, 2026
First Week of Lent Third Week of Lent Fifth Week of Lent
Psalm 25: Paths Psalm 63: Blessing Psalm 130: Waiting

Pause: Spending Lent with the Psalms Group Study Dates During Holy Week
Thursday, April 2, 2026

Reflection for Good Friday

Psalm 22: Being Alone or Abandoned
Friday, April 3, 2026

Reflection for Easter

Psalm 19: Hands

Wed., April 1, 2026

Palm Sunday/Holy Week

Psalm 118: Thanksgiving
Reflection for Maundy Thursday
Psalm 116: Listening

Group Studies will be hybrid format with the opportunity to join in person or via Zoom, with session
members facilitating the discussion. There will be no charge to participants for the books, but they will
be available on a first-come, first-served basis for participants in the class. Midday prayer, which usually
occurs on Wednesdays 1:00-1:30pm, will be suspended during this time; however, we include praying
for those on the prayer list at the end of each group study session.
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UPDATED SHEPHERDS LIST

Elder assignments have been updated to reflect the composition of the 2026 Session. Find your name
(alphabetical order) and your assigned elder below and also posted on the bulletin board across the
hallway from the church office. If any of your contact information needs to be updated, please notify
Clerk of Session, Rebecca Chater, at rebecca.chater@outlook.com or (910) 728 7917.

2026 SHEPHERD'S LIST

Elder Member/Friend* Phone Email
David McMillan | Badgett, Melissa Smith* | 910 336 9228 peace4084@icloud.com
Rachel Reyes | Benfield, Martha* 910 488 4966 N/A
Rachel Reyes | Berdine, Jane* 270 454 4875 mommaberd65@gmail.com
David McMillan | Bharrat, Andrea 910 476 3727 agbharrat@yahoo.com
David McMillan | Bharrat, Gabby* 910 476 7568 gabriellebharrat@gmail.com
Brenda Britt Blackburn, Sandra 910 488 8445 honeyg1950@yahoo.com
Rachel Reyes | Blackburn, Shane 910 476 2121 N/A
Rachel Reyes Blackburn, Wayne 757 392 5110 | mybuddyandme05@yahoo.com
Rachel Reyes | Bondoc, Clara* 910 574 4428 N/A

Rebecca Chater

Britt, Brenda

910 303 9411

brendakbritt70@gmail.com

Brenda Britt Britt, Wendy 910 303 9412 wkbritt@2thcare4u.com
Bill Chater Byrd, Keith* 910 818 5705 N/A
Bill Chater Byrd, Marilyn 910 818 8542 N/A
Bill Chater Chater, Judy* 704 712 8463 N/A
Rebecca Chater | Chater, Rebecca 910 728 7917 rebecca.chater@outlook.com
Bill Chater Chater, Riley 910 922 3548 rileychater@gmail.com
Rebecca Chater | Chater, William 910 728 8349 wachater@aol.com
Rachel Reyes | Cooper, Penny 865-367-0276 N/A
Brenda Britt Culbreth, Dedra* 910 489 9598 dicecu90@gmail.com
Bill Chater DeMetro, Lettie 910 488 0954 lettiephd@yahoo.com
Bill Chater DeMetro, Walt 910 488 0954 N/A
Bill Chater Dorman, Willie 910 624 5314 dormanwillie5@gmail.com
Brenda Britt Freeman, Mike* 910-429-6707 FreemanMW@gmail.com
Brenda Britt Freeman, Phyllis* 910-429-6707 PhyllisdFreeman@gmail.com
David McMillan | Gamet, Marcia* 630 408 4780 mgamet@nc.rr.com
Rachel Reyes Hayward, Veronica 949 281 9422 N/A
Brenda Britt Hines, Thea 910 826 9892 theahines2@gmail.com
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2026 SHEPHERD'S LIST

Elder Member/Friend* Phone Email
David McMillan | Hinnant, Stephanie 252 321 2027 shinnant1@suddenlink.net
David McMillan | Jimenez, Laura 910 391 1924 wilhelm.laura19@gmail.com
Bill Chater MacArtor, Lorraine* 901 822 1388 | rainydaysOTM@embargmail.com
Bill Chater MacArtor, Neal* 901 822 1388 | rainydaysOTM@embargmail.com
Rachel Reyes Martinez, Christabel 910 488 6492 N/A
David McMillan | McLamb, Laura 571334 8718 N/A
Rebecca Chater | McMillan, David 910 818 2085 davymac1960@gmail.com
David McMillan | McMillan, Paula* 910 850 4061 plane1962@icloud.com
Rachel Reyes | Meredith, Rebecca 910 488 1252 p.rebecca97@yahoo.com
Bill Chater Merritt, Clint 910 488 4221 terrymerritt@nc.rr.com
Bill Chater Merritt, Terry 910 488 4221 terrymerritt@nc.rr.com
Brenda Britt Miller, Nancy* 850 774 3929 nwmiller7 @gmail.com
Rachel Reyes | Moore, Wilma 509 380 5517 mikelambo41@yahoo.com
Brenda Britt Mulvaney, Ann* 910 578 4225 annmulvaney47@gmail.com
David McMillan | Nagy, Christine Tobler 240 481 1090 hitobler@yahoo.com

Rachel Reyes

Oliver, Melissa*

910 308-3207

spongebobmelissa03@gmail.com

Rachel Reyes | Owusa, Mary 910 488 6492 N/A
Brenda Britt Peterson, Janet 910 488 1252 peterson15@nc.rr.com
Rachel Reyes | Radford-Curry, Blanche* | 910 322 8707 blanchemcurry@gmail.com
Rachel Reyes | Reyes, Felix* 910 658 7805 wife2Felix@gmail.com
Rebecca Chater | Reyes, Rachel 910 658 7805 rachelreyes2peace@gmail.com
Bill Chater Russell, Dale* 336 314 0199 druss27410@aol.com
David McMillan | Schaub Oliver, Shelly 910 484 0641 shelly.oliver1@aol.com
Bill Chater Schaub, Linda 910 488 7754 N/A
David McMillan | Schaub, Sharon 910 496 5598 sas2762@gmail.com
Brenda Britt Shirley, Alison 910 488 0351 rssabs110489@gmail.com
Bill Chater Shirley, Robert 910 824 0562 rsshirley@adt.com

Brenda Britt

Sidebotham, Marilyn*

989 271 3276

grandmar49@juno.com

David McMillan

Smith, Dianne Knott*

910 391 0917

dianne.knott@gmail.com

Bill Chater Smith, Karen* 281 229 5014 ksmith37@msn.com
David McMillan | Swing, Loretta 910 488 9342 wmswing@yahoo.com
Brenda Britt Tart, Shelby* 910 483 4231 webfoot483@aol.com
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2026 SHEPHERD'S LIST

Elder Member/Friend* Phone Email

Rachel Reyes | Taylor, Gladys 910 488 6492 taylorgladys44@gamail.com
David McMillan | Tobler, Hilde 910 488 5307 hitobler@yahoo.com
David McMillan | Tygh, Bob 910 850 0396 wadwhv@aol.com
David McMillan | Tygh, Sue 910 850 2123 Mssue229@aol.com

Bill Chater Tyson, Jason 910 580 8620 [etyson70@gamail.com

Brenda Britt Wallace, Lynn 910 488 9446 lynnwallace44@gmail.com

Brenda Britt Walters, LaRue 910 488 5076 tootsielou@twc.com

Brenda Britt Wilhelm, Carol 910 391 9655 lauraw119@msn.com

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDER DAVID McMILLAN
Sunday, January 18 was a special day in the life of Peace Church, as
David McMillan was ordained as an elder and installed to the Peace PC
Session. To the right is a photo of the laying on of hands by previously
ordained elders. This is an ancient tradition that is a biblically-rooted
sign of blessing, commissioning, and the invocation of the Holy Spirit—
also signifying the belief of our elders and other members of our
congregation that the person ordained has the grace and other qualities
required for service as an officer of the church.

last updated 1/9/25

LOOPS OF LOVE: KNITTING AND CROCHETING IS A GROWTH “TOUCHPOINT” AND IS
RETURNING TO PEACE! Knitting and crocheting are timeless hobbies. We had an active

Peace Preshyterian Church

knitting/crocheting group here at Peace for several years—
and while it gradually stopped meeting, several members of
our congregation still ensure that we have a ready supply of
prayer squares made with love for anyone who needs them.
Interest has stirred to restart the group. Coincidentally, did you
know that crocheting and knitting have surged in popularity
among teenagers and young adults? The Gen Z (15-30-year-
old) generation is bringing back pre-tech hobbies, opting for
more traditional pastimes like their grandmothers had. Pastor
Kelli has shared interest on the part of students at MU. We are
putting our heads together on making a connection. So far,

11:00am every other Wednesday seems to be a preferred time to meet. If you have interest in
participating or have friends or acquaintances who may like to join us, please let Lynn Wallace

lynnwallace44@gmail.com or Rebecca Chater rebecca.chater@outlook.com know. Stay tuned for more

information soon!
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
The Presbyterian Women ask your support for “Souper” Bowl of Caring on
Sunday, February 8. “Vote” for your favorite Super Bowl Team with canned
goods--1 item equals one vote. Offerings will be used to tackle hunger. One
half of the cash contributions will go to Fayetteville Urban Ministry and the
other half will go to Cents-ability, the global ministry for hunger. Any canned

food collected will go to Fayetteville Urban Ministry. Please make checks payable to Presbyterian
Women.

The next meeting of the Presbyterian Women is Thursday, Feb 19th. Topic is
Lesson 2 “Mary ‘of a Certain Village™

WEEKLY GROUP PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
¢ In-person on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. for focused prayer for each person in need.

o Via Zoom on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. for scripture reading, hymn singing, and prayer for each
person on the bulletin request list.

PEACE AT PANERA. Join this informal time of fellowship, fun, and food (optional) on Thursdays
9-10:30 a.m at Panera on Ramsey St.

JURY DUTY - The church secretary is serving Jury Duty and will work atypical hours for the next 2-3
weeks. If you do not have a key, please phone the church office before going to the church to
ensure you can get into the church. You may also ring the bell at the Northwood Early Education
Academy door at the rear of the church to gain access to the building. You are welcome to leave a
message on the answering machine which will be checked regularly or contact Rebecca Chater at
rebecca.chater@outlook.com or (910) 728-7917 for a prompt response.

BULLETIN CHANGE - on recommendation of the Worship Committee and approved by the Session,
beginning with our 2/8 Worship Service, we will return to listing scripture titles only in the Sunday
Worship bulletin. Along with the change to hymn titles only, this will return us to our pre-pandemic
bulletin format--and a one-page folded, rather than two-pages stapled, Sunday bulletin. Pew Bibles
remain available to follow along with scripture readings.

Christian Sympathy extended to family and friends of those who died since the last published list:

Dave Bowen
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February Birthdays/ Anmversary

Birthdays

February 5
Christabel Martinez

February 14
Marilyn Byrd

February 21
Loretta Swing

February 25
Campbell Hall

Anniversary

No Anniversaries
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Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5) 6 i
11:00 Worship/Minute for 10:30 Prayer 1:00 -1:30 pm
Mission Group in the Parlor | Midday Prayer
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
11:00 Worship/ 10:30 Prayer 1:00 -1:30 pm
“Souper Bowl” Sunday Group in the Parlor | Midday Prayer
12:05 Soup and Sandwich
Luncheon in the Fellowship
Hall
15 16 17 Shrove 18 Ash Wednesday 19 20 21
11:00 Worship Tuesday 11:00
1:00pm Lenten Bible | Presbyterian

Annual Congregational 10:30 Prayer Study Begins Women-
Meeting immediately Group in the Parlor Lesson 2
following worship 6:00 pm Worship. “Mary 'of a

5:00 pm Pancake | Imposition of ashes Certain

Supper Village™

6:00 pm Worship
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
11:00 Worship/ 10:30 Prayer 1:00 pm Lenten Bible
Communion Group in the Parlor | Study Week 2




