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THE PEACE FAMILY CONNECTION
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UPCOMING EVENTS

June 7

June 14

June 17

June 19

June 21

June 28

June 30

Guest Vocalist Vonte Harvey during worship

Blood Drive (Cape Fear Blood Mobile) 12:30-2:30 pm
Loops of Love 11:00 am

Hudson Bay Huddle (Lunch at Hudson Bay) 12:30 pm
Father’s Day Narthex Reception following worship

Outdoor Church Sign Dedication and

Piano Duet: One Piano, Four Hands, Dedra Culbreth and
Jenesis White during worship

Last Day for Hygiene Kit donations




Welcome to the Clerk’s Corner! Below are highlights from our May 17 Stated Session Meeting
including activities over the past month and upcoming events:

PEACE PASTORAL CARE

In our May issue, we shared that Rev. Cynthia had agreed to provide
pastoral care for members of our congregation beyond the walls of the

hospital. At the time, we
PEACE

; were prayerfully seeking a
REEADTTERLAN CHERCH o second pastoral care provider to participate in a shared

<\ /7 pastoral care ministry along with Rev. Brasher. Thank

W&’L@ you for your prayers! We are grateful, and very happy to

\ report that Rob Price has agreed to service in a shared

A RN MINISTRY #slA pastoral care role alongside Rev. Brasher. Rev. Brasher

R = ' will begin June 1. Rob Price will begin July 1. Thanks be

to God! Please notify your assigned elder of any pastoral
care needs you may have.

Compassion - Presence * Prayer

GROWTH PROGRESS AND NEW GROWTH TOUCHPOINTS

Peace Presbyterian Church has welcomed 41 visitors so far in 2026! These 41 visitors combined have
participated in a total of 92 Peace activities, divided by ministry area, as follows:
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With God’s faithfulness and His provision of our will as a congregation to be His hands and feet—visible
outwardly and happening continuously behind the scenes—we are making a difference!

As we shared in our weekend email (5/23 and 5/24), our average monthly worship attendance (in
person and on Zoom, combined) has increased consistently, every month, for 2026 over 2025, year-
to-date. Thanks be to God!

By His grace and guidance of each of us, gently and faithfully moving Peace in the right direction, we have
actively committed to PRAY, BLESS, INVITE and WELCOME to fulfill our mission to Know Christ and
Make Christ Known.
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PRAY BLESS INVITE WELCOME

Now is the moment to build on our momentum—with all of us moving together, in the same direction, as
one unified Body of Christ. Each time you see that blank invitation card in your worship bulletin,
please remember this, pray, and let God lead you in invitation. Amen!



Also, keep in mind that one of the best ways to invite is by extending a blessing. As part of our Blessing
Circle, we have plenty of items available to you that can be shared with others as a blessing! See church

secretary, Marcia Gamet, or the clerk for details!

As we approach the midpoint of the year, let’s take a moment to reflect with gratitude and hopeful hearts

on the growth initiatives, in various stages, that God has helped us introduce since January:
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Additionally, we have begun to more closely foster the spirit of invitation with the groups that share our
building through distribution of our Monthly Friendship Calendar. The groups/organizations currently
meeting at Peace are represented below. Our most active sharing is with NEEA and AA. If you have
relationships with any of these groups, please exercise the opportunity to:
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PRAY BLESS INVITE WELCOME
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AA Ministry

hosted by PEACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

hosted by Peace Presbyterian Church
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Southeastern North Carolina

hosted by Peace Presbyterian Church Northwood Early Education PEace HURC
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We implemented our Community Friendship Raffle, which encourages community participation and
facilitates future invitation through the collection of visitor contact information and preferences. We also
gave our Elder on Duty position a bit of a refresh, updating it to a more welcome-focused Greeting Elder
Ministry. We shared a Holy Spirit-filled Lenten season, including an amazingly robust Holy Week faith
experience. Resuming Peace email communications via MailChimp has allowed us to do a much
better job keeping everyone up to date on progress that occurs daily. Even if you don’t use email, as
long as you have a smartphone, you can receive these updates. Don’t miss out—contact church
secretary, Marcia Gamet or the clerk if you need to get connected!

WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE

We had meetings in April and May internally to assess our current needs
related to our website and social media. We also had the benefit of receiving
assessments—one from growth consultant, John Fong, and another from
Rev. Anne Russ, who was referred to us by Rev. Dr. Dari Rowen, former COM
co-moderator, and our guest preacher for our Christmas Eve worship service SOCIAL MEDIA

last year. Rev. Russ has been a long-time solo pastor with a depth of POLICY
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experience in helping small churches with social media needs. She is the founder of SM4C (Social Media
for Churches). Both assessments provided valuable insights in determining our next steps and informed
the process of drafting a social media policy for Peace that was reviewed and approved at our May 17
Stated Session Meeting and will be included in our Manual of Operations update later this year.

PASTOR SEARCH

The Pastor Search Committee continues to actively and prayerfully pursue every viable lead as we seek
the right pastor for Peace. We are currently in communication with several potential candidates, while also
maintaining regular contact with the presbytery to identify additional opportunities.

At present, we are engaged in conversations with multiple individuals representing a variety of ministry
situations, including local and non-local candidates, part-time ministry possibilities, and individuals
currently serving in other ministry or professional roles. Some candidates are exploring future transitions,
while others remain limited by current commitments or logistical considerations. We are carefully
evaluating each opportunity as it develops.

The committee has also explored scheduling opportunities that would allow the congregation to hear
prospective pastors preach and become better acquainted with them. Throughout this process, we have
worked closely with presbytery leadership regarding questions of call structure, geography, and eligibility.

We have broadened the geographic scope of our search in order to remain open to the person God may
be calling to Peace. While a non-local pastor could require some flexibility regarding in-person presence,
we recognize this may be a necessary consideration in today’s ministry environment.

Even as we continue the search, God has richly blessed Peace through faithful guest pastors, strong
congregational leadership, and a loving church family committed to growth and ministry. We are
encouraged by the visitors who have joined us this year and especially by those who continue to return
and become involved in the life of the church.

This season has also reminded us that the work of growing the church belongs to the entire Body of Christ.
Personal invitation, hospitality, prayer, and encouragement all play an important role in the health and
future of Peace. We remain grateful for the congregation’s continued support, positivity, and prayers as
we trust God’s timing and guidance in the search for our next pastor. Please continue to:

PRAY BLESS INVITE

TECHNOLOGY GRANT

On May 26, the Peace Session submitted a grant proposal to the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina for
funding of technology to improve in person accessibility to real-time closed captioning of the service. We
received notification the same day that the proposal had been forwarded to the Finance and Property
Committee for review and a decision regarding funding at their next meeting in July. This is the initial
project of the Access Peace Ministry, which is home to ongoing effort to improve accessibility to worship



for individuals who face challenges related to hearing, vision, mobility, and autism. We would appreciate
prayer that this project is able to move forward to help individuals in need.

FURNITURE DONATION

Recently, Laura McLamb, daughter of Faithful Saint and elder, Kathryn McLamb generously offered some
items of furniture that had previously belonged to Kathryn as a gift to Peace, provided the church could
put them to good use. On behalf of the congregation, the session has gratefully accepted the following
pieces. Laura also offered a large area rug. We are awaiting dimensions on the rug so we can make an
informed decision regarding fit/placement prior to accepting it.

Laura will be moving to Wilmington at the end of summer. She has already purchased a home there, and
looks forward to being closer to her brother, Mark, and sister-in-law, Janice. We will surely miss having
Laura nearby. We are grateful for her continued generosity, and for Kathryn’s legacy, which Mark and
Laura so beautifully carry on.



FAITHFUL SAINT

Presbytery recognition of Faithful Saints will occur at the Presbytery Summer Gathering on June 6 at
Panthersford PC in Red Springs. We will also honor Ray during our worship service on Sunday,
September 27, the day following the Ray Britt Memorial Community BBQ, Saturday, September 26.

Sedrick “Ray” Britt, Peace PC

It was once said of Elder Ray Britt, “If the doors of Peace
Church were open, he was there.” Ray touched every part
of congregational life at Peace, exemplifying steadfast
faithfulness, humility, and integrity. His devoted service
spanned his entire adult life and included: dedicated
leadership of the Peace youth ministry, service on the
Peace Session, President of the Peace Corporation, and
longtime chair of the property committee. Demand for
Ray’s homemade barbecue and signature sauce inspired
the church’s annual community BBQ ministry, a tradition of
bringing people together in fellowship. A career-long
employee of the Public Works Commission, Ray served as a
certified public accountant and director of finance,
positively influencing coworkers and the wider community.
Ray completed his earthly journey in 2024, having faithfully
served as a loving husband to Elder Brenda Britt for nearly
fifty-five years, as well as a devoted father, grandfather,
and pillar of the Peace family.

STEP-UP AWARDS

The Annual Central Missional Community Step-Up Awards will also be presented at the June 6 Summer
Gathering. These awards recognize youth and young adults whose leadership represents the future of
the Church. Our Peace Step-Up Award nominee is Ava Reyes.

Ava Reyes, Peace PC

The exceptional initiative and servant-hearted leadership
that define Ava Reyes have been extraordinary blessings to
Peace PC. Entirely through Ava’s own initiative, a
collaboration between Peace and the Terry Sanford High
School JROTC program was born, whereby Ava organized
and led her fellow cadets in clearing trails through a four-
acre wooded area on the Peace church property. The Peace
Mediitation and Walking Trail now offers a peaceful setting
for fitness, prayer, and spiritual renewal for our church and
the wider community. Ava’s ability to connect groups for the
good of the community is a shining example of servant
leadership. She steps up wherever needed: sharing her talent
as a violinist, assisting with Homecoming and other
fellowship events, working with our Girl Scout troop, and
even serving as our Easter Bunny! Following graduation, Ava
will pursue degrees in business and dance at East Carolina
University while serving in the U.S. Air Force Reserves. Ava
Reyes fully embodies the spirit of the Step-Up Award.




News & Evenls

SANCTUARY HVAC UNIT UPDATE
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By the time you read this, our sanctuary should be cool! The very large HVAC unit arrived and Deon
Arnold and his team were onsite all day Tuesday, 5/26 installing it. At the time of this update, they are
expected to return Wednesday, 5/27, to pressurize the system, finish loading the coolant, and do the final
test on the equipment. We are expecting the anti-theft cage to be installed Wednesday also.

PWC WORK ON POWERING THE CHURCH SIGN

We were really grateful to see PWC arrive on the scene 5/26 to get our sign powered up! Everything was
going well. They were digging and preparing to lay the necessary conduit pipe underground when they
hit our sewage line and broke it. Their crew did a temporary fix on the sewage line and will return 5/27 to
do a permanent fix and finish laying the conduit.




HELP OUR CHURCH SHINE!

Our church grounds are a beautiful gift to our congregation and
In the coming weeks, we hope to do some
landscaping around our new church sign and provide some extra care to
our lawn and flower beds. If you enjoy gardening, planting, trimming, or
just lending a hand, we’'d love your help as we gently enhance our
church’s curb appeal together. See Elder David McMillan for details.

community!

HYGIENE KIT DONATIONS AND DEDICATION

HELP OUR

light

Through June, we are collecting completed kits wrapped in towels and tied with a ribbon (as in the past),
or bulk/loose items! The collection bin for loose items is in the narthex. Hygiene Kits will be dedicated
during the worship service on 7/19. Contact Paula McMillan with any questions.

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC SERIES

While the schedule is not quite finalized, our Summer Special Music Series is shaping up very nicely,
thanks to the work of Dedra Culbreth.

6.7.26

6.14.26

6.28.26

7.5.26

7.12.26

7.19.26

7.26.26

8.9.26

8.16.26

8.23.26

8.30.26

Vonte Harvey, vocalist

Sophia Johns, "all organ" Sunday

Dedra Culbreth and Jenesis White; Duet for One
Piano, Four Hands

Sophia Johns, "all organ" Sunday

Dedra Culbreth and Adam Dickerson; duet for
trumpet and piano

Kathy Gambill and Garon Gambill; duet for trumpet
and piano

Laura Jimenez - Vocalist; accompanied by Dedra
Culbreth

Clarinet-Piano Duet; Clarinetist - Syreeta Jackson;
Pianist - Dedra Culbreth

Many Gifts, One Spirit Quartet; Soprano - Donna Jo
Mangus; Alto - Lisa Packer; Tenor - Jason Britt;
Bass - Richard Butler; accompanied by Dedra
Culbreth

Duet for Saxophone and Piano; Steve Brotherton &
Dedra Culbreth

Sophia Johns, "all organ" Sunday
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Invite your friends to hear beautiful
music performed by gifted local
musicians! Invite them to join us!
Remember that our Invitation Tree
and Blessing Circle are not about
keeping track of how many invitations
we extend or blessings we share,
they are a reflection of who we care
about ENOUGH to invite and to bless.

God will take it from there!



SUMMER BIBLE STUDY: A JESUS-SHAPED LIFE

Are you ready to take an adventurous, deeper dive into the
most important thing in life--developing a real, ongoing,
vibrant relationship with God Himself? In response to high
interest and more convenient access, there will be two weekly
time options to attend this 7-week study:
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TUESDAYS, 6:30-7:30 p.m. (Zoom only)

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00-2:00 p.m. (in person and on Zoom)

Start dates are: Tuesday, June 23/Wednesday, June 24

End dates are: Tuesday, August 4/Wednesday, August 5

s Can Transform Us and Our World
e, with the Rad?cgal Kindﬁn}css of God

by best-selling author
and Bible scholar,

This interactive, soul-enriching study will focus on the book:
"A Jesus-Shaped Life: How Diving Deeper into Theology Can
Transform Us and Our World with the Radical Kindness of
God" by best-selling author and Bible scholar, Lisa Harper!
NOTE: Wednesday Midday Prayer will be suspended during
this time, resuming August 12!

CHURCH SIGN DEDICATION

Our new LED church sign will be dedicated during the 6/28 worship
service. More than a physical structure, this sign will serve as a visible
expression of who we are and whose we are. It will extend our presence
beyond our church walls, offering words of welcome, invitations to
worship, and glimpses of the life we share in Christ. In doing so, it will help
carry our mission into the community with greater clarity and reach, that

e emem——— we might more fully live into our calling to Know Christ and Make Christ
DEDICATION 0f OUR —~ Known. We give thanks to the gift in honor of Peace Faithful Saint, Elder
Kathryn McLamb, given by her children, Mark and Laura, and contribution

by Northwood Temple Academy that made this sign possible.

WELCOME TO

T PEA
J  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

We look forward to establishing our Peace-NEEA Vacation Bible School dates, likely late-July timeframe,
once the NTA summer calendar is confirmed. Stay tuned!

Christian Sympathy to Members and Family and Friends of Members in their bereavement with
the loss of those who died since the last published list.

Jimmy Jackson JOANnn Jessup Jan Kennedy John Miall Jeanette Veile

10



A REASON TO CELEBRATE
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June Birthdays/Anniversaries

Birthdays Anniversaries

June 15
June 1

Bob Tygh Brett and Tonya Johnson

June 6

Bill Chater

June 11
Nancy Miller

June 12
Carol Wilhelm
Dianne Knott

June 14
Jason Tyson

June 18
Rebecca Chater

June 24
Alex Blackburn

June 27
Mary Blackburn
Shelby Tart

June 29
May Macolly
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JUNE 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
10:30 Prayer 1:00 Midday 9:00-10:30 9:00-2:00
Group in Prayer on Zoom | Peace at Presbytery
Conference Panera on Summer
Room Ramsey St. Gathering/
Faithful Saint &
Step-Up Award
Recognition
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
11:00 Worship 10:30 Prayer 1:00 Midday 9:00-10:30
Group in Prayer on Zoom | Peace at
Conference Panera on
Room Ramsey St.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11:00 Worship 10:30 Prayer 1:00 Midday 9:00-10:30 12:30 Hudson
Group in Prayer on Zoom | Peace at Bay Huddle
12:30-2:30 Blood Drive Conference Panera on (lunch at
Room 11:00 Loops of Ramsey St Hudson Bay)
Love
21 FATHER’S DAY 22 23 24 25 26 27
11:00 Worship 10:30 Prayer 1:00-2:00 9:00-10:30
Group in Summer Bible Peace at
12:00 Narthex Reception Conference Study in person | Panera on
“Donuts for Dad” Room and on Zoom Ramsey St
6:30-7:30 Midday Prayer
Summer Bible | suspended
Study on Zoom | during Bible
only Study; resumes
April 12.
28 29 30
11:00Worship/Outdoor 10:30 Prayer
Sign Dedication Group in
Conference
Room
6:30-7:30

Summer Bible
Study on Zoom
only
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