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 October 2  MU@Peace Fire Pit Gathering 

 October 6  Men’s Breakfast 
    World Communion Sunday 
    Christian Education Committee Meeting 
    Blessing of the Animals 

 October 10  Friendship Group/’Hudson Bay 

 October 14  Witnessing to the Resurrection 

      October 16  Presbyterian Women/Circle 

 October 19  Session Strategic Planning Meeting 

 October 25  Board/Card Game Night 

 October 30  Crochet/Knit Ministry 
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Dear Peace Church Family, 

Earlier this year, in advance of training a hospitality team here at Peace, 

I asked my friends on social media to share stories with me about 

experiences they had when visiting a church. I did hear a few positive stories, but for the 

most part, the stories were about ways churches missed opportunities to welcome visitors 

well. Here are some responses I got: 

“The worst...when no one said a word to me past the initial door greeting.” 

“We’ve been to multiple churches where not a soul spoke to us.” 

“I was visiting a church I was considering joining, and someone came and told me I was 

sitting in his seat and had to move.” 

“I was disappointed to visit a church and not see a single smiling face...Not a single person 

looked glad to be there or see a visitor in their pews. I didn’t go back.” 

Wow! There were more than 50 comments on that thread, and many people expressed 

that they did not return to a church that had failed to welcome them or care for them 

while they visited. Maybe you’ve been a visitor at a church and have had a similar 

experience.  

Of course, there is more to church than whether one experiences hospitality--worship isn’t 

about us or our preferences, but about our Mighty, Loving, Holy God. But the truth is, 

people do not want to worship with folks who seem to not want them to be there. Which is 

why intentional hospitality is important. 

I hope you join me in hoping that Peace will always be a place of welcome and visible love

--for God, for each other, and for our neighbors. Of course, we have leaders and 

committees and a pastor who all have jobs to do to make this reality--for example, the 

property committee is tasked with keeping the building in good shape, the Christian Ed 

committee ensures that we have quality ministry in place for children, and the membership 

committee and yours truly keep the website clear and accessible for potential visitors. But 

each member of our church can be intentional about hospitality. Here are some things we 

can all do! 

F R O M  P A S T O R  B E C K Y …  
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FROM PASTOR BECKY (Continued) 

1. Invite people to join you for a service or activity at Peace. 

2. Watch for visitors and introduce yourself to people you don’t know who are sitting 

near you. 

3. Smile at people! It really does make a difference. 

4. In the fellowship hall, follow this rule: No one sits alone! Invite visitors to sit with you 

or move your seat to join them at their table. 

5. When someone asks for directions to the bathroom, the nursery, or the fellowship 

hall, if you are able, walk them to their destination. 

6. If you connect with a visitor, you are the perfect person to write a note or an 

email thanking them for coming to Peace.  

Hospitality is serious ministry. It’s not just about growing the church, but helping people 

find their way to the love and grace of God that comes to us through Jesus Christ. We 

have a calling to share good news and be good news, and we can’t do that without 

intentional hospitality! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Becky 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Hebrews 13:1-2 

 

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 

 

October 6      October 20 

World Communion Sunday   Luke 18:1-8 

Titus 3:1-7 

1 Corinthians 11:23:-26 

 

October 13      October 27 

Jeremiah 29:1-7     Reformation Sunday 

       2 Timothy 4:6-8; 16-18  

       Luke 18:9-14 

 

Pastor Becky at Montreat 

Pastor Becky will be at the Wee Kirk conference at Montreat the week of October 21! 

Her office hours at Dunkin Donuts are canceled on Thursday, October 24. 



 

 

Cumberland Disaster Recovery Coalition began using space in 

the education wing of Peace Presbyterian Church in September.  

The Session agreed the partnership with CDRC was a positive 

community use of space currently not utilized for the activities at 

Peace Church.  

 

 

Friendship Club at Hudson Bay 

The senior adults will enjoy dinner at Hudson Bay together on Thursday, October 10 at  

5:00 p.m. All are welcome to join us! 

Witnessing to the Resurrection: A Class and an Opportunity on Monday, October 14 

Pastor Becky will teach a one-session class on the Christian Funeral and our Book of 

Common Worship Funeral Service (called a “Witness to the Resurrection”), as well as 

provide resources for funeral worship service planning. It will be a one-hour session 

offered 3 times on October 14. You may choose to attend at 10:00 a.m.; 2:00 p.m.; or  

6:00 p.m. Follow-up opportunities will be available for anyone who wants to meet with 

Pastor Becky one-on-one.  

Chapel at Methodist University 

The public is invited to worship with MU students and staff each Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. 

during the school year. Pastor Becky will be serving Communion at the October 2 chapel 

service and she will lead the service on October 16. 

Strategic Planning 2019 

The Church Session will meet for Strategic Planning on Saturday, October 19 from 9-11 

a.m. 

Family Board/Card Game Night is scheduled for Friday, October 25.   Plan to meet in the 

Fellowship Hall and bring a friend or two.   Come anytime between 5:00 and 8:00 pm for 

food, fellowship and laughter during friendly competition over a variety of board and 

card games. 
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So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every 

kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw 

that it was good. Genesis 1:21  

Blessing of the Animals 2019 
Sunday, October 6 

3:00 p.m. 

Picnic Shelter 

(behind the church) 

Join us for a worship service and a time of blessing for each animal and family. During 

the service, we'll have a time of remembrance for pets who have crossed the Rainbow 

Bridge. Refreshments for all will be served. 

 

All animals and humans are welcome! For the safety of your animals, please use 

appropriate carriers, leashes, cages, and aquariums. If your pet is unable to join us in 

person, bring a photo or a drawing. Stuffed animals in the arms of children will be 

blessed as well.  

We have a volunteer opportunity for middle school, high school, and college students: 

We need help 1:30-4:30 on the day of the event! 

Make signs to welcome guests 

Help with set up and clean up 

Greet guests in the parking lot 

Join in worship and activities with family and friends 

Earn service hours for school 

email pastor@peacepcnc.org to sign up!  

 

 

mailto:pastor@peacepcnc.org


 

 

Shoebox Dedication—On Sunday, November 17th during Worship we will dedicate 

the shoebox gifts to be sent to children all over the world.  We will ask God’s blessings on each 

child who receives one of our gifts.  The committee spearheading this effort will provide 

refreshments for after church fellowship. 

How to Pack a Shoebox 

Girl or Boy? 
Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-

14. 

Fill with Gifts 
Select a quality “wow” toy such as a doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal. Then add 

other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies. 

“Wow” Item 
Delight a kid! Start with a medium to large item that will capture the child’s 

attention the instant he or she opens the box. 

Ideas include: Soccer ball with pump, Stuffed animal, Toys (puppets, trucks, etc.), 

Doll (baby, Barbie, etc.), Musical instrument, Outfit, Shoes 

Pray 
Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. You can also include a personal 

note and photo. 

Follow Your Box Labels 
Donate $9 online and receive a tracking label to Follow Your Box and discover the destination 

of your shoebox gift. 

Other Suggestions 
Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as toy cars, yo-yos, jump 

ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar 

calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 

Non-liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra 

batteries), etc. 

Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets.  

A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself, your family, or 

group. If you include your name and an address, the child may be able to write back. 

Do Not Include 
Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; 

chocolate or food; candy; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); 

liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass 

containers; aerosol cans.   Toothpaste cannot be included in shoebox gifts, but a child’s oral 

hygiene can still be improved by regular use of a toothbrush alone. 
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Presbyterian Women are studying Women of the Bible during their monthly meetings.   

Below are the topics for each week.   All women are invited and welcome to attend. 

Session 1 Eve:  Finding Lasting Contentment in the Truth 

Session 2 Rebekah:  Breaking Free of Feminine Sterotypes 

Session 3 Leah:  Overcoming Rejection and Insecurity 

Session 4 Hannah:  Surrendering in Waiting 

Session 5 Abigail:  Dealing with Confrontation in Relationships 

Session 6 Gomer:  Learning to Accept Unconditional Love 

Session 7 Mary, Mother of Jesus:  Moving from Comfort to Courage 

Session 8 Mary Magdalene:  Transforming from Outcast to Follower 

Session 9 Mary of Bethany:  Putting Our Faith into Action 

Session 10 Martha:  Finding Our Identity in Jesus 

Session 11 The Woman at the Well:  Turning Our Messes into Messages 

Session 12 The Syrophoenician Woman:  Approaching God with Persistency and 

Boldness 

 

   

 



 

Birthdays 

October 4 

Janet Peterson 

October 15 

Neal MacArtor 

October 16 

Sue Tygh 

October 19 

Isabelle Ratledge 

October 20 

Lettie DeMetro 

October 22 

Veronica Hayward 

October 27 

Laura  Peterson 
Sharon Schaub 

 
October 29 

James Peterson 

 
 

A  R E A S O N  T O  C E L E B R A T E  

October Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 

Anniversaries 

 

 
October 24 

Bill and Rebecca Chater 
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     Sunday             Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday     Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

  1 
8:30 Prayer 

Group 

2 

6:00 pm 

MU@Peace 

gathering at the 

fire pit 

3 

 

4 5 

6 

8:00 Men’s Breakfast 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship/

Communion 

12:05 After 

Church Fellowship 

12:30 Christian 

Education Committee 

Meeting 

2:00 Set up for 

Blessing of the 

Animals 

3:00 Blessing of the 

Animals 

 

7 

 

8 
8:30 Prayer 

Group 

 

9 
6:00 MU@Peace 

10 

5:00 

Friendship 

Group to 

Hudson Bay 

11 12 

13 
9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

12:05 After 

Church Fellowship 

 

 

14 

Funeral 

Workshop 

3 sessions— 

10 am,  

2 pm, or  

6 pm 

15 
8:30 Prayer 

Group 

 

16 

10:00 Circle/ 

Presbyterian 

Women 

11:00 Rev. Becky 

preaching at MU 

Chapel 

 

17 
 

18 19 
9:00 Session 

Strategic 

Planning 

Meeting 

20 
9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

12:15 After 

Church Fellowship 

  

 

 

 

21 
 

22 
8:30 Prayer 

Group 

 

 

23 
6:00 MU@Peace 

24 
 

25 
5-8:00 pm 

Family 

Board/Card 

Game Night 

26 
 

27 
9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

12:05 After Church 

Fellowship 

28 
 

29 
8:30 Prayer 

Group 

 

 

 

30 

10:00 Crochet/ 

Knit Ministry 

6:00 MU@Peace 

 

 

31 

 

HALLOWEEN 

  

       


