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Sept. 4  Communion 

       

Sept. 11  Adult Sunday School Fall Preview 9:45 am 

   Dedra Culbreth’s Last Day at Peace  

   Stated Session Meeting at 12:30 pm 

 

Sept. 21 Crochet Group 1:00 pm in the parlor 

 

Sept. 25 Adult Sunday School Begins 9:45 am 

 

Sept. 28 Fireside Worship 6:00 pm 



 

 

 

 

Dear Peace Family, 

In the past year, we have shared in the baptism celebration of two children 

in our congregation. In September 2021, we baptized Dominic, then infant 

son of Laura and Jose. This past month, we baptized Julian, seven year-old 

son of Rachel and Felix on the same day Rachel joined our church by 

profession of faith. Not every church baptizes children, but we Presbyterians baptize the 

children of disciples of Jesus because we believe that baptism is a sign and seal of the 

covenant of God’s grace, and it is God that chooses us and welcomes us into his body, even 

before we are able to respond in faith. We believe it is the covenant family’s role to guide and 

nurture the children who are baptized in our congregations, and we ask each member present 

to affirm these promises during the baptism: 

Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to continue to guide and nurture (N) 

by your words and your deeds, with love and prayer, encouraging him/her/them to know and 

follow Jesus Christ and to be a faithful member of this church? We do.  

After the baptism, I say a version of the French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy: For you, child, the 

Spirit of God moved over the waters at creation, and the Lord God made covenants with his 

people. It was for you that the Word of God became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and 

truth. For you, Jesus Christ suffered death crying out at the end, "It is finished!" For you Christ 

triumphed over death, rose in newness of life, and ascended to rule over all. All of this was 

done for you, and we will continue to tell you this good news until it becomes your own good 

news to tell.  

In our church, we don’t believe that your calling, discipleship, and salvation are only between 

you and God–we are a covenant family together. God has given us one another, representing all 

seasons of life and faith, so that we might guide and nurture young disciples (young in age or in 

the faith) and that we would love, pray, and encourage all disciples on their journey of following 

Jesus and being faithful members of his Church. We believe that we are called to tell one 

another the good news of the gospel, again and again, until we can all tell it with confidence 

and joy.  

May you know that you are loved by a God who chooses you and brings you into a family. And 

may we continue to love, pray for, and encourage one another on the journey to faith and 

faithfulness. 

Peace and Hope, 

Pastor Becky 

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R …  
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September 4     September 18 

Communion Sunday    Guest Preacher: Tanner Hendricks, MU ‘23  

Ecclesiastes 11:7-12:8    Ephesians 4:1-6 

September 11     September 25 

Ecclesiastes Finale     1 Timothy 6:6-19 

A Thankful Farewell to Dedra Culbreth  Luke 16:19-31 

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 

Pastor’s Community Office Hours 

Pastor Becky is at Panera on Thursday mornings from 9-10:30, and welcomes you to drop in 

and join her for a breakfast beverage or pastry and for conversation. Pastor Becky is available 

for one on one office hours at the church or elsewhere at other times during the week as well–

email or call to make an appointment. (Note: no office hours on September 15!) 

Adult Sunday School 

The Adult Sunday School class will have a Fall Preview Sunday on September 11 at 9:45 a.m. 

Pastor Becky is planning to teach this class, and will give an overview of what we will study 

together this Fall. (Then, Fall Sunday School will begin a weekly schedule starting September 

25.) 

Pastor Becky will be at CREDO, a week of continuing education provided by the Board of 

Pensions, from September 13-19.  

Welcome and Encourage a Pastor In Training 

Tanner Hendricks, a senior at Methodist University and a student planning to enter seminary in 

2023, will be our guest preacher and worship leader on Sunday, September 18. Make plans 

now to participate in worship that day, in person or online. 

Crochet Group at Peace 

Our next crochet group meeting will be at Peace on Wednesday, September 21 at 1:00 p.m.  

Next Fireside Worship Service:  

Wednesday, Sept 28 at 6:00 p.m. 

Come out to the firepit for a service of song, scripture, and prayer. 

A Thankful Farewell 

Our friend, Dedra Culbreth, who has been playing piano during worship for more than 

four years, will celebrate her last regular Sunday with us on September 11. Please plan to 

attend worship and take an opportunity to express gratitude and best wishes for her 

service at Peace. 

Save the Date: Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday October 9 at 3:00 p.m. 

The Peace Picnic Pavilion 
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Welcome to the Clerk’s Corner! There was no stated session meeting in August. However, the 

Session did hold its annual strategic planning meeting on Saturday, August 20. Here are some of 

the meeting highlights, as well as information about what strategic planning is and why we do it.       

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

The Peace Presbyterian Church Manual of Operations states that “at 

a minimum, one session meeting per year will be devoted to strategic 

planning.  (p 8). Unlike other stated session meetings that include 

business items and committee reports, this meeting allows the 

session to focus solely on where we are as a Church and what God is 

calling them to do as Church leaders.  

DEVOTIONAL 

The following devotional was shared at the start of the meeting, relating strategic planning to 

scripture and laid a great foundation for discussion: 

Whether we turn to the right or to the left, our ears will hear a voice behind us, saying, “This 

is the way; walk in it.” (Isaiah 30:21).  Jesus understood God’s strategic plan for His life – 

the redemption of humankind – and lived each day of His life in the light of it. 

At the end of His life He could pray, ‘I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 

work that You have given Me to do’ (John 17:4). Strategic planning is critical to success in 

any undertaking. And we are redeemed children of God, our strategy for Peace should come 

from God, otherwise pressures and people can take us in the wrong direction. 

How did Jesus avoid that? By nights spent in prayer, and predawn meetings with His Father 

seeking guidance. Jesus lived by this principle: ‘The Son can do nothing by himself. He does 

only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does… I judge 

as God tells me. 

Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the will of the one who sent me, not my 

own will’ (John 5:19, 30). When seeking a plan for ourselves or our Church, the first book we 

should read is the Bible. It is through prayer that we discern God’s plan for us and for Peace. 

God has a strategy and a plan that He will reveal to us. 

Just read God’s Word, pray and listen. Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This 

is the way, walk in it.” 

PRAYER: 

Heavenly Father, Great Planner. You know all things. We look to You to Plan all things – our 

lives and the life of our Church. We surrender. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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WHERE WE ARE 

In considering where we are as a Church, the session reviewed and discussed 4 areas: our 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, commonly referred to as a SWOT analysis. 

Strengths and weaknesses focus more within the church, whereas opportunities and threats 

may focus on conditions outside the church. They also compared these areas to the SWOT 

results from 2017, 5 years ago, and found tremendous progress overall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWOT RESULTS 

Below are notes captured from the session discussion of the 4 SWOT areas represented above.  

 

STRENGTHS: 

• Pastor 

• Zoom presence/Hybrid worship 

• Community connections 

• Areas schools (Methodist University, Reid Ross Classical School) 

• Prayer ministry, prayer group (we are a praying Church) 

• Care of members for other members; supporting each other (we are a loving Church) 

• Improved quality of Worship services (creative, inclusive, Word-driven, fresh, diverse, 

teaching/promoting learning of the congregation)  

• Bible study 

• Creativity 

• Elders, membership in general 

• Incrementalism 

• Increase in giving among non-members  
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WEAKNESSES: 

• Not necessarily a weakness—we’ve made great strides, but despite all of the ways we 

communicate, we still have folks who miss out on announcements. As long as that is the 

case, we have work to do.  

• Family/children activities 

• Risk associated with a smaller reserve fund than we’d like, and deferred maintenance 

needs  

• Need more leaders and committee participants—specifically in Christian Education and 

Membership. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES:  

• New music ministry as a vehicle for additional community connection 

• Continued membership growth 

• Legacy giving 

• Continued community outreach  

• More diversity 

• Growth of involvement of Peace leaders at the presbytery level 

 

THREATS: 

• Exhaustion (pandemic, spreading too thin) 

• Societal apathy 

• Member attrition impact on finances 

• Long range facilities risk 

 

The session welcomes your feedback on this or anything else you would like to share. Please 

feel free to email rebecca.chater@outlook.com or text/call 910 728 7917. 

mailto:rebecca.chater@outlook.com


 

 

PEACE NEWS AND NOTES 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes - There are plenty of shoeboxes available to enable you to bring God’s 

love and joy to a child.   If you want to participate in this worthwhile project but are unable or reluctant to 

shop, please phone the church office.   Please phone the church office between 10:00 am and noon on 

Tuesdays  or Wednesdays to schedule a time to come to the church to pickup a Shoebox. 

School  Supplies - There is a plastic tub in the Narthex for school supplies to help local students and 

teachers.  Please consider donating to this worthwhile project. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD FROM 6-8PM! Come as you are. Come with a friend. 

Come when you can—just come for the fun and the fellowship. 

Bring a favorite board game or play one you’ve never tried before. 

Pizza, salad, beverages, and dessert provided. Donations to 

offset food costs appreciated! 

PEACE COMMUNITY RUMMAGE SALE, OCTOBER 1ST, 7AM-1PM 

In the front parking lot: Sell your stuff, product, or crafts at our highly visible location on Ramsey Street. 

To reserve your space, 

mail $30 (or $40 if you 

need a 96”x30”’ table 

from us), check or cash, 

with your reservation form 

to Peace Presbyterian 

Church at 3203 Ramsey 

Street, Fayetteville, NC 

28301. Make checks payable to Peace Presbyterian Church. Reservation forms can be downloaded at 

www.peacepcnc.org. No fee up front for church members—10% of sales suggested as a donation. Sale 

items/merchandise must be appropriate for all ages.  

Indoors: Peace is selling most of its pre-school inventory. Church and commercial pre-school/daycare 

providers, and other interested groups, are invited to browse and buy from a wide variety of toys, books, 

visual media, and furniture. Cash or checks only. 

Food truck/cart opportunity: Space for a food vendor! No reservation fee! Breakfast and lunch menu 

desired. Must also sell beverages. Vendor operation must be self-contained. Can operate on church 

grounds until dark. Questions? 910-728-8349 

Save the Date--Homecoming at Peace October 30th following worship.  This will be a hamburger/hot 

dog cookout with all the trimmings.  Watch for a sign up sheet for side dishes in October. 
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A  R E A S O N  T O  C E L E B R A T E  

September Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

Birthdays 

 
September 4 

Carolyn Gibbons 
Thea Hines 

 
September 7 

Marilyn Sidebotham 
 

September 8 

Brian Dew 
Rachel Reyes 

 
September 10 

Gladys Taylor 
 

September 17 

Bud Scull 
 

September 20 

Terry Merritt 
 

September 28 

Debra Patterson 

 

Anniversaries 

 
 



 

 

 M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    
 

1 
9-10:30 Office 

Hours at 

Panera Bread 

on Ramsey St 

 

4:00 Happy 

Hour online 

2 

 

3 

4 

11:00 Hybrid 

Worship/

Communion 

 

5  
Labor Day 

Holiday 

 

6 
9:00 Prayer 

Group 

 

2-4:00 Pastor 

Becky at 

Methodist 

University 

7 

12:00 Midday 

Prayer in the 

Sanctuary and on 

Zoom 

simultaneously 

 

 

8 
9-10:30 Office 

Hours at 

Panera Bread 

on Ramsey St 

 

4:00 Happy 

Hour online 

9 10 
 

11 
9:45 Adult Sunday 

School Preview 

11:00 Hybrid 

Worship 

12:30 Stated 

Session Meeting 

12 
 

13 
9:00 Prayer 

Group 

 

 

14 

 
15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
11:00 Hybrid 

Worship 

 

19 
 

20 
9:00 Prayer 

Group 

 

2-4:00 Pastor 

Becky at 

Methodist 

University 

21 
12:00 Midday 

Prayer in the 

Sanctuary and on 

Zoom 

simultaneously 

 

1:00 Crochet 

Group in the 

Parlor 

 

22 
9-10:30 Office 

Hours at 

Panera Bread 

on Ramsey St 

 

4:00 Happy 

Hour online 

23 
 

24 

25 
9:45 Adult Sunday 

School Begins 

11:00 Hybrid 

Worship 

 

 

26 
 

27 
9:00 Prayer 

Group 

 

2-4:00 Pastor 

Becky at 

Methodist 

University 

 

28 

12:00 Midday 

Prayer in the 

Sanctuary and on 

Zoom 

simultaneously 

 

6:00 Fireside 

Worship 

29 
9-10:30 Office 

Hours at 

Panera Bread 

on Ramsey St 

 

4:00 Happy 

Hour online 

30  
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  Sunday            Monday        Tuesday      Wednesday     Thursday      Friday       Saturday 


